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IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: A bacterial diseasethat may present withacuteor chronic
manifestations. Acutecasesmay havesuddenonsetwithchills, retrobul bar headache,
weakness, malaiseand severesweats. A cutecasesmay developatypica pneumonia,
meningoencephalitisor acutehepatitis. Endocarditisismorecommonly foundinchronicQ
fever.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Clinical diagnosisinitially; laboratory confirmationrequiredtomest
casedefinition.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FOR CONFIRMATION:

o Fourfoldorgreater changeinantibody titerto C. burnetii phasell or phasel antigenin
paired serum specimensideal ly taken 3-6 weeks apart, OR

o Isolationof Coxiellaburnetii fromaclinical specimenby culture, OR

e Demongtrationof C. burnetii inaclinical specimenby detectionof antigenor nucleicacid.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A casethat islaboratory confirmed.
ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTIONMEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT NOTIFICATION:
REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTHDEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY
uponrecognition of acaseor suspected caseinatimeperiod not greater than 24 hours
(Potential Bioterrorism Agent). If health department personnel cannot becontacteddirectly,
notificationshall bemadeby €l ectroni c submission or by tel ephoneto theemergency number of
theDivisionof Epidemiol ogy and HeathPlanning:

1-888-973-7678.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUIRED:
1. Kentucky ReportableDiseaseReport Form —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).
2. QFever CaseReport -CDC 55.1 (03/2002)

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

¢ Investigationof contactsand sourceof infection: Searchfor history of contact with sheep,
cattle, or goatsonfarmsor researchfacilities, parturient cats, consumption of raw milk, or
associationwithalaboratory that handles C. burnetii.

e Educatepersonsinhighrisk occupations(sheepanddairy farmers, veterinary researchers,
abbatoir workers) onsourcesof infection.
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o Educatepersonsinhighrisk occupationsonthenecessity for ad equatedisinfection
(includingclothing) and disposal of animal productsof conception.
o Redtrictaccesstoareasthat housepotentially infected animal sand stressthepasteurization
of milk.
[II.  CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

A. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,DEPARTMENT FOR
LABORATORY SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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